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1. (u) Attzcllkd 2s Inclosuro 1 iS the ktest "Lessons L~:amedsf 
from countwinsurgency opwztions in thti Republic of Vietnm. 

2. T w The inforx:tioa contcined in I'Lessons Le:mlsdt' is primarily 
intended for uso by U,3 &visors in Vit'til:Al. 
direct ~ppliccAA.on, or thtiy m-:y sti@;- 
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niques, or doctrine. 
reinforcti existing tactics, tech- 
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of -tht: kpublic of Vi.&xni gmd ?orccs, 
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to protect II.5 :-.d.;risor-counter- 
possible use by insurgent forces. Speci.21 

h=dling is raquired under thti zpgliccble provisions of Da-Dc;X(ii) when 
rt;lecse;d to frkndly nations, ;2tAezsti to pi;;rsonnel of tlii ~~pu'olic of 
Vittnm will be Loverned b;r thu provisions of i4ACV T$erlto 6, 13 cct 62 ad 
Iii.!!G i&to 3 80-4, 14 l\Tov 63 . 
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SmJdCy; Lessons Learned Number 38: Area saturation Operc.,tiens (U) 

TO: See Distribution 

7. (U) INX3ODUCTION: This issue of lfLessons Learned" is devoted to 
"Area Saturation Operations'!, a tactical concept of area search which employs 
a system of e:rtensive com5at 
Republic of Vietnam. 

patrollin g in enemy controlled areas in the 
Specific operations which have been conducted by 

elements of the 2d Infantry Division, .!irmy of the Zegublic of Vietnam,(ARV.N) have 
been selected to illustrate successful tactics and techniques employed.' 

2, (CWA) BXXGXX~D: 
. 

a. Definition. !.n ";-rea Saturation OperatiolP, is basically a 
method of searching and clearing an area by the use of continuous and 
extensive patrolling, designed to generate contact with the Viet Gong (VC) 
in order to kill or capture him. It is a thorough search technique utilized 
in.search and clear and clear and hold operations. 

b. General. The current MVN concept of repeatedly employing 
conventional attacks as search and clear operations :las not proved to be a 
completely successful tactic against the VC, The VC either disperse or 
merely move aside from the attacking forces, Having evaded or infiltrated 
Al--VN forces, the K then harass the troops as snipers, or regroup to attack . 
hamlets, outi20st3 or villages. &loreover, these conventional operations are 
manyti2es based on intellie:ence xllich is untimely, unreliable or inadequate. 
These operztions generally are conducted in support of hamlets, Districts, 
Province, and Governmental immediate and special needs, r&her th&n in 
accordance with any general plan or pattern. 
a sho&of-force, 

'Zfle attacks are essentially 
rather than counterinsurgency combat actions. Consequently 

the;T are zenerallp unproductive in terms of enemy contact and VC kills. 
Friendly forces iTlUSt locate the VC before they can em@o:y offensive 
opertions (fix and destroy operations) in order to destro;T him. The most 
effective method of locating the enem is through area saturation operations 
which E!re conducted in are&s under VC control. 

C. In the area in which they are used area satur+.on operations 
constitute one phese.of the &reals pacification plan. The overall pacifi- 
cation plan includes three ;Jhases: (1) Army of the Republic of Vietnam 



conduct area saturation operations 1-n a specific area until the VC are 
destroyed or captured; (2) the Zi-~i1 Guard 2nd Self-Defense Corps move 
into the cleared area mairrtz.iniilg continuous surveillance of the area 
through extensive patrolling; ('3) once tk 
control the local population 

;rea is completely under government 

own security. 
asswilee responsibility for maintaining their 

. 

a. Concept of Gperrtioils, Area seturetion operations are charact- 
erized by decentralized, platoon-sized patrols conducted continuously day 
and night in an area controlled b;: the VC, 
employed by the use of: 

These patrol actions are 
reconn&issance pztrols to locate VZ units and 

bases; combat patrols and raids zgeinst lcnobm or suspected IX bases, install- 
ations , petrols and outposts; "E~,gl$J fliFi-lts or aerial hunter-killer teams; 
ambushes; mining probable VC routes of communications; and continuous cericl 
surveilknce. Once the location of a sizeable VC force is known, fix and 
destroy operations are initiated ag:.inst the VC. 

b. Principles of Oper~tioix3. 

(1) Key fe t 
are: (1) ext 

a ures of these operations or area. sc.turation tactics 
ensive platoon level combat patrols, two-thirds of which are 

conducted at night; (2) 2 schod&ed changing of areas by companies and/or 
battalions so that new zreas ovcrlzp old ones, and troops return cat inter- 
vals to areas they have previously i>atrollcd; and (3) lightly equipped 
pt?trols. (Combat packs ad other equipment are left at company combrt 
bases); (4) patrols moving stilul%<:neously on mmy axes in a large c?.rez, 
resulting in a greater number of meeting en:ngements; (5) patrols prevent- 
ing the VC fl?OIil regrouping for offensive action, 

(2) Area s?turction tectics deny the VC free access to all 
areas. The concept is not necesscrily to kill every VC but to create can 

environment which is too unhealth-- for him, Area szturt:tion relentless 
patrol actions either kill or capture the VC, cause him to defect or to 
cease operc.ting in an area. 

(3) This concept of searching, clearing 2nd holding c.n area 
by persistent night operations has resulted in a reduction in friendly 
cizsu?+lti.es czused by snipers and mines. Daytime operc&ions are reduced 
in favor of accelerated night operations during which VC sniper observation 
is limited. Friendly forces can move at night with greater freedom from 
mines , since the VC take up their mines to permit their own movement et 
night. Tllis zdmnl;zge pays gr- - G& dividends by a noticeable ?mcliorztion 
of troop morale. 

(4) The initiative is obtained and held in area s&uration 
tr?ctics far riore effectively than through the use of rapid reaction forces 
which are in themstilvt-s c?n z&;ission that the enemv can do what he pleases I 
and friendly forces must react to his 
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against the enemy. If -the rifle coLpi;ny committed units and organic weapons 
are not sufficient, the battalion r-section force is evailable to assist. 
The enemy should be destroyed primarily with organic weapons (rifles, grenades, 
mslchine guns, 2utomatic weepons, and mortars). Artillery and airpower should 
be available and should be requested when needed, However, these me&ns 
should not be considered substitutes for closing with and destroying the 
enemy by fire and maneuver. 

2. The patrols must travel light. Platoons on 
patrol should lesve all uilnecesssary equipment, rations, packs, heavy 
xea>ons, GXCeSS axiunition, steel helmets, etc., at the company base. 
Carrying the assault ration of ric& balls and canned fish czil remove the 
requirement for heavy and noisy cooking equipment and raw rations. 
Although th 2 conduct of area seturction txtics is based on docentralized 
planniii{-, and execution the: company comr.xLnder should accompany patrols 
periodically to ascertain ilow trell the platoon s are executing the company 
plan. Mssion type orders are issued to the company commander. These 
orders include the area to be patrolled, time allocated to patrol the area, 
and resupply instructions. The dekiled planning and execution of the 
patrollin p, is left up to the company co;:mander. 

2 Area and point xlbushes 
company operational arec'where fesibile. 

are e~~ployed within the 

&. 11 typical battalion are. containing thr<e 
company areas which are patrolled on D day and D + 1, is shown at Inclosure 
2. The battalion comb;& base is loc:.ted with one of the rifle camp:-ny 
petrol bases. The intervals between the rifle companies are covered with 
harassing and interdiction (E&I) mortar and artillery concentrations. Each 
of these rifle company areas of responsibility will be patrolled as shown 
at Inclosure 1. AS the VC attempt to evade the cox?an;Jr patrols by moving 
out of' the 2r6E, they may be confronted with the (E&I) fires. 

2 
for t11e rifle compe.nius.' 

T.h~ battalion combat 'base is thus rtisup$y point 
Tne attached 87mm mortar platoon is located in the 

battalion combat base, with the morter forward observers a-!tached to th\; . cozpziies. If the terrain and situation permit, the battalion co?kt base 
should be moved as the companies move their pztrol kE.es. If a h&Let is 
in thi; area, the battclion base should be locztkd in or :le::r the hamlet, 
so concurrentps~hological w-rfare and civic ?cti.on missions can be 
accomplished. Battalion combat bzses 2nd company patrol bbstis, if possible, 
should construct a suitable helipad for medical evacuation and ‘for resupply 
if ground transportation is restricted, ksup&~ normally is on a three 
day cycle, thwefore, all units must carry three days rstions. The battalion 
maintains fivti additional days rztions for the companies. 

(b) Second Phase, D + 2 through D + 4. The rifle 
companies cssemble and depart the first r,rez and move to their new crecs 
of responsibility, Inclosure 3 portrays hog t:?is is accoqlished. 
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(5) In most operAiona1 zreas in I& WELgiilg a platoon level 
war is feasible in order to ferret out the enemy to c,estrov hLl, Are a 
saturation tactics, consisting of s;yc, \,&,ematized combat pet& at the 
platoon level are more profitable with less loss to friendly troops than 
maneuvers such as encirclements and hammer and anvil operations. However, 
a unit engaged in area saturation has the ca;Jebilit;T to assemble and attack 
in company and battalion strength when required, 
large maneuver, 

Before embarking on a 

saturation. 
a unit should first establish contact with the VZ by area 

Friendly forces must wqe the same kind of war the VC conducts; 
then the advantages friendly forces possess in superior communications, 
logistics, mobility and equipment can make themselves felt. If the VC 
masses, friendly forces can use artillery and air power to gain the advintage. 
Until the VC does mass, helicopters, bombers, artiller:r and armored vehicles 
do not give friendly forces a grei;:t advanti;:ge, 

c. Conduct of Operations. 

(0 Area 0rgani.z: tion. ,", battalion assigned an area satura- 
tion mission (for discussion purposes a battalion sized operation is used 
in this instance) is normally assigned a specific area of responsibility. 
Tlze size of the area is dependent upon the mission, the nature of the 
terrain and the Vi forces and the friendly troops available. The battalion 
commander assigns areas of responsibility to the rifle companies normally 
retaining a minimum of a platoon as the battalion reaction :. orce. In SOlme 
areas in Vietnam where the VC o?erate in not 
a battalion reaction force is not necessary, 

more than platoon size forces, 
In such cases the battalion 

can assemble a reL%ction force when required to do so by concentrating; pla- 
toons or companies. 

(2) Sequence of oper&ions. A series of schematics which 
represent a visualizctlon of how area satuxtion tactics are applied, are 

at Inclosures 1 through 7. 

(a) First Fhase D day and D + 7. 

I.* The size of the company area assi,-ned can vary 
belxseen 7 aEd 43 sc_uare kilometers, dependiq, on thz nature of the -terr:-in. 
A ty:-$cel rifle company area is shown at Inclosure 1. i,!ear the center is 
t:le rifle company patrol base. 
operation, 

9.n the day prior to the be@nning af the 
the rifle com~xq~ 3oves to, secures 

patrol bxe, carrying three dsys* rations. 
and occu-ies the company 

The 
patrolled f 

c om;,! a-ly assigned area is 
or a 48 hour period (ii day and D + 1) b;r eqloying two p&trols 

during .the day, and four night patrols, for a total of six patrols. 
Patrols no33ixlly consist of one rifle p!.atoon each. Xone of th5 petrols 
is made over the sa.m~ routo. 1~~1 fir1W rifle platoon has sufficient fire- 
power to fight most VZ elements it is likely to encounter. If i:: larger 
VC unit is conLcted, the CO~~X.~JT commander can maneuver his other platoons 
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the control of the VC for the puq;ose of locating znd 
. consolidate, in order to de:.tro;r hix, or to cause him 

C. Arez sckurationtzctics deny the VC free 
within the zrea of opextion. 

d. Persistent ad frequent night operetions result in c". reduction 

..J 

Operztions (U) 

forcing the VC to 
to ce,f.se opextions. 

xcess to cl1 cre2s 

in friendl;lr cxualties suffc;ri=d from snipers 2nd mines. . 

6. The size of the zrer. xxzigned 2 rifle company in 3rc2 sctur- 
2tion operztlons will v2r:T bett;een 7 tad 48 squire kilometers, depending 
on tile nature of tht; ttrrzin. 

f. P?krolling siaultzneousl~~ on m2ny 2xes in L'+ large xe:z, 
rusul-5s in c. grezter r-xmber of meeting en;-,z,gt;ments with the VC. I 

ix* Xrtillery 2nd Lirpol:er should be xzilablt; but should not be 
r&lied upon 1:s substitutes for thL c?pflbility of organic weapons end 
maneuver to destroy the enemy. 

h. Tktoons on 1:,trol travc;;l ES light zs possiblb xd should 
lez.ve 211 unnecesstry ec;uipmcat zt thti coiqxny comb::% base. 

i, Bzttclion xd com~xny units &ducting a-a xtur-tion 
opeztions shotid pczfon-1 concurre;;;lt psJ,x.-,&/civic xtion mission. 

i 
! ‘ 

/ 

I 
/ I c"i;~i;. '.\ :/', ::~'&tJ#. 

b_ , 
i D * K i;. ODEN 

igzdier General, USA 
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SUBJECT: Lessons Learned Number 38: 

assignkd areas. 
L* H&I fires are lifted during the adjustment of 

Each coi?pany obtains 3 days rations before moving to its 
new patrol base. Flatoons l;iove over multiple routes to the new patrol 
base. The company moving to the battalion combat base can 5e resupplied 
at the net: location. Corrpanies move by way of the battalion base for 
resupply or dispatch one platoon as a carrying party to the batttiion bse. 
'Ihe rifle cor,ipanies move, resupply and organize their new patrol bases on 
D + 2, If possible the resupply and issuance of orders can be made by 
helicopter to the rifle companies. 

2* On D + 3 and D -I- 4, the new comi3any areas of 
resi3onsibilitp are patrolled as shown at Inclosure 1. Old and new areas of 
responsibility are overlapped and H&I fires are used in the intervals 
between rifle companies. Units must maint~..in strict security and be alert 
for increased VC contact during novement from area to area. 

(c) Third Phase, D i- 5 through D 4 16. The move from 
the second phase to the third #ase is made on D -I- 5, and the final 
company areas are patrolled on D -+ 6 and D + 7. 'The patrol routes always 
overlap insuring com$ete coverage of all Freas, H&I fires are used as 
before* in the intervals betlleen companies, Inclosure 4, contFains a. 
schematic showing the beginning of the third phase at the ba-ktalion level. 
Inclosure 5, portrays the com$eted colerage of a battalion area at the 
end of D i- 7, or 9 days of operation. As shown in the schematic, the 
coverage of the entire battalion area of responsibility is very thorough. 

(d) Task Force Cperation, ii task force employing the 
area saturation technique fro:1 3 da y through D -i- 7 is shown at Inclosures 
6 and 7. 1% task force consisting of two battalions assigns areas of 
res~>oilsibility to eech battalion. These battalion areas will be patrolled 
as discussed above, Tne battalions move to new areas on D f 8, then from 
D -I- 9 through D + 16 patrolling is repeated in the new areas, In approx- 
imately 18 days thti area is saturated by platoon sized patrols -!zoving in 
different directions at varying times, 

( > E Are2 satur;.tion places severe physical dey:;z:ntis on 
all individuals, but if properly e;;ecutc;d, this t>yJe tactic will pay off 
in increased contact with the VC. 

w For a detziltid d iscussion of these operations, see 
mi 31-16, Wount~rguerrill~~ Operctionslt. 

-I Ap9lication of the 
take the ~itintive c.way 

area scturztion tactics peE"iS..tS .-RVX t0 
from the VC, 

b. Arez+ szturction operctions should be conducted in areas under 



UNCLASSIFIED 

a” 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
4 1 

0 
Oo ’ 

QOQ 

OqoQ 
OW 

*Q @ 
* 

oo” 0 
Q 



Incl 2 I 
3 

UNCLASSIFIED 



LjNCLASSlFIED 

- BATTALBON DISPERSES 

\ 
I 

\ -- -- 7 f- -\ \ 

2 \ \ -- 
/ \ 

f P 7-- / 
I 

UNCLASSIFIED 



id bi&$S(FJED 
BATTALION DISPERSES FOR SEARCHING 

D+5: Co, moves to new 2ione of action. 
D+6: Disperrses for searching. 
II+?: PIIIP-up. 

Incl 4 
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D Day: Move to zione of action. 
D Day to D+as Disperse for searching. 
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D-I-8: Move to zone of action, 
Di-9 ts D-I-%: Disperse for searching. 
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